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ENIN{ImS iy - Message from the President

Silot Uon

President, Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia
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To alleviate poverty by empowering cashew

farmers and promoting  sustainable

agricultural practices, in alignment with
government policy. CAC aims to strengthen
the cashew nut industry’s image both
nationally and internationally, ensuring its

growth and prosperity.
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To position Cambodia as a global leader in
cashew production and marketing, fostering
innovation and sustainability to enhance the
communities and

livelihoods of local

contribute to the national economy.
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e Provide technical training to cashew nut
farmers and agricultural cooperatives
across Cambodia.

e Establish community warehouses in all
cashew-producing provinces.

e Launch CAC'’s first processing factory for
processor training.

e Transform  Kampong Thom into

Cambodia’s largest cashew industrial

zone.
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CAC, EALYTEX Explore Cashew Export and
Investment Opportunities

Kampong Thom, April 21 — The President of the

Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC), Silot

Uon, met with Sheng Qu, General Manager of

EALYTEX Global

investment and export opportunities aimed at

Inc., to discuss potential
boosting Cambodia’s agricultural sector.

EALYTEX, a U.S.-based fashion manufacturer
headquartered in New York, has recently expanded
into agriculture, focusing on Cambodian dried fruits
and cashew nuts since 2023. The company already
operates three garment factories in Cambodia and
maintains a global presence across multiple
regions.

During the meeting, EALYTEX expressed interest in
forming partnerships or joint ventures with local
cashew The firm

processing  companies.
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emphasized the importance of meeting international
certification standards, particularly U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) requirements, while also
offering support to Cambodian partners in achieving
compliance.

CAC has identified four local processing companies
to support EALYTEX’s feasibility studies as part of
the collaboration.

A key objective of the discussions is to export
Cambodian cashew kernels to major U.S. retail
chains, including Costco and Walmart—both long-
standing partners of EALYTEX. Silot Uon described
this goal as a significant milestone for Cambodia’s
cashew industry.

EALYTEX also highlighted its strategy to position
Cambodian cashews as a premium product in global
markets, focusing on high-quality standards, strong
branding, and higher value pricing.

The meeting signals growing international interest in
Cambodia’s agro-processing sector and represents
a step forward in strengthening the country’s

cashew value chain and global market presence.
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CAC Joins Multilateral Trade Forum to Address Global Trade Challenges
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Phnom Penh, April 9, 2026 — The Cashew Nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC), represented by Mr.
Suy Kok Thean, joined key
stakeholders at the 2026 Multilateral Trade Forum
organized by the Trade Policy Advisory Board
(TPAB) of the Council of Ministers to discuss
strategies for navigating increasing global trade

Vice President,

uncertainty.

Held under the theme “Recalibrating Small States’
Strategy Amidst Global Trade Disorder,” the forum
brought together representatives from government,
private sector, academia, and think tanks to

examine the shifting dynamics of international trade.

Participants highlighted growing instability driven by
geopolitical tensions and the weakening role of
multilateral institutions such as the World Trade
Organization (WTQO), prompting a shift toward

Recent regional

regional trade arrangements.

conflicts were cited as key risks to global trade flows.
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As Cambodia approaches graduation from Least
Developed Country (LDC) status, officials noted the
country faces both opportunities and challenges,
including the potential loss of preferential trade
benefits. The government reaffirmed its commitment
to multilateralism and international cooperation.

Discussions also focused Cambodia’s
Pentagonal Strategy Phase | (2023-2028), which

diversification,

on
emphasizes economic
competitiveness, and supply chain resilience to
adapt to a more fragmented global trade
environment.

The forum underscored the importance of dialogue
and policy innovation in strengthening Cambodia’s

position in global markets, as the country seeks to

navigate ongoing economic transformation.
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Automation Improves Safety in Cambodia's Cashew Processing

Industry
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KAMPONG THOM, June 4 — The increasing use of
automated processing lines is enhancing workplace
safety in Cambodia's cashew industry by significantly
reducing workers' exposure to cashew nut shell liquid

(CNSL), industry leaders say.

Modern processing facilities now use enclosed steaming
chambers and automated shelling systems that eliminate
direct contact with cashew shells, allowing workers to

focus on supervisory, technical, and quality-control tasks.

"We are seeing automation not only improve workplace
safety but also enhance processing efficiency," said Silot
Uon, Chairman of the Cashew Nut Association of
Cambodia (CAC).
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The industry is also exploring opportunities to increase
the value of cashew byproducts through CNSL extraction.
Cambodia is expected to establish one medium-sized
CNSL extraction plant and two smaller facilities using
Japanese and Vietnamese technologies. Industry
stakeholders believe these investments will strengthen
the country's cashew value chain, improve
competitiveness, reduce production costs, and create

new revenue streams from cashew byproducts.
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Stability on the surface. Complexity underneath.
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Global Cashew Market Faces Uncertainty
Despite Stable Prices

April 2026 — The global cashew market remains
stable on the surface but is increasingly affected by
structural imbalances and geopolitical tensions,
according to a new report by the African Cashew
Alliance (ACA).

West Africa, the world’s top-producing region, is
facing a weaker 2026 harvest, with output expected
to drop by 8% to 15%. In contrast, Asian producers
such as Vietnam and India are performing strongly,
with Vietnam reporting a 29% surge in raw cashew
imports in the first quarter.

Kernel prices remain relatively steady, supported by
higher raw material costs but limited by weak
demand. Ongoing conflict in the Middle East has
disrupted exports to key markets, while demand in
China and India remains subdued.

Analysts also point to a long-term oversupply in the
market, as production growth continues to outpace
consumption. While short-term prices are expected
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to remain stable, traders are urged to remain
cautious amid uncertain supply dynamics and

shifting global demand.

Global Cashew Market Faces Challenges but
Long-Term Outlook Remains Positive

June 2026—The (global cashew market is
experiencing a challenging start to 2026 as currency
volatility, quality concerns, and logistics disruptions
continue to affect trade flows across major producing
and consuming regions.

In India, a weaker rupee has increased the cost of
importing raw cashew nuts, although domestic kernel
prices have remained stable due to resilient demand.
In West Africa, stricter quality inspections in Cobte
d'lvoire are encouraging farmers and traders to focus
on higher-quality production, while Nigerian
exporters continue to grapple with container
shortages and port delays.

Despite these challenges, global raw cashew
production is expected to remain near record levels,
supported by expanding processing capacity in
Africa, Cambodia, and India. Vietnam continues to
dominate global processing and exports, while
Cambodia remains a key supplier of raw cashew nuts
to the Vietnamese industry.

Demand trends remain mixed, with China, Japan,
and the Middle East supporting purchases, while
buying activity in the United States and Europe has
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softened. Industry observers expect market volatility
to persist but remain optimistic that investments in
processing, quality improvement, and supply-chain
efficiency will support long-term growth.

Spmilsagimusiinmemaniy:  inwan
I uigeuls s shnﬁsagujﬁﬁmnanSﬁ
gasruRagmnémos SinnAdsAygMAULN
Gisigaasmigmisin ShAjumsmMisusw
G gAaamianghaapmagidamn ma

hat}

huiprsisdnpiSnisiiaugifinms  Giggm

geoganmn Shjueigmnisigj

0
AA{ga AN SIts: Nt

Page 16


mailto:info@cac-camcashew.org
https://cac-camcashew.org/

AIAY ANWEE Agm
?

Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia

=ce

it

[Jap] ]

1

m)i )}

AYIGINMERE WS

Volume 3 | Issue 10
June 2026

sy Shmisiism

Cambodia Pushes Cashew Processing to Boost Value and Exports
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Phnom Penh, 2026 — Cambodia is accelerating
investment in domestic cashew processing as part of
a national strategy to increase value-added
production and reduce reliance on raw exports.
Officials say expanding processing capacity will help
stabilize prices, create jobs, and attract foreign
investment. The government aims to process 25% of
cashew output by 2027 and 50% by 2032 under its
national policy.

Despite strong production—around 1 million tonnes
annually—only a small portion is processed locally,
with most exports still going to Vietnam. High costs,
limited technology, and insufficient financing continue
to constrain the sector.

New investments, including a $5 million Korean-
backed plant in Kampong Thom, are expected to
improve capacity. Meanwhile, international support
from partners such as Australia and Japan is helping
strengthen supply chains and export readiness.

In 2025, Cambodia exported cashew nuts worth $1.5

billion, with further growth recorded in early 2026.
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Industry leaders say boosting processing and
financing will be key to transforming Cambodia into a
major value-added cashew producer.

Kratie Province Pushes for Cashew
Processing Investment to Boost Exports

e
S 1
&

NATION

KRATIE URGED TO GROW
CASHEW PROCESSING
CAPACITY

Ben Sokhean / Khmer Times
Kratie, Cambodia — Information Minister Neth

Pheaktra has called for increased investment in
cashew-processing facilities in Kratie province, aiming
to strengthen Cambodia’s agricultural value chain and
expand exports of processed cashew products.
During a visit to cashew plantations in Kratie on
Saturday, Pheaktra emphasized the government’s
commitment to developing domestic processing
capacity instead of continuing large-scale exports of
raw cashew nuts to neighboring countries.

“Our cashew nuts are recognised for their good quality
and taste,” he said, urging stakeholders to preserve
Cambodia’s reputation in the international market.
The minister, who also chairs the Royal Government
Working Group for Kratie province, encouraged

farmers to continue -cultivating cashews despite
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rumors promoting alternative crops. He also
highlighted ongoing government efforts to stabilize
fuel prices to support farmers and transport
operations.
According to Leang Punloeu, chief of the Agro-
Industry Office at the Provincial Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Kratie currently
has around 110,000 hectares of cashew plantations,
including approximately 100,000 hectares in active
production. The province produces an estimated
200,000 tonnes of cashew nuts annually, making it
Cambodia’s second-largest = cashew-producing
province after Kampong Thom.
Most of Kratie’s cashew harvest is currently exported
to Vietnam for processing. Officials say developing
local processing facilities would allow Cambodia to
export higher-value finished products instead of raw
materials.
Farmers and traders, however, continue to face
challenges. Cashew farmer Chuon Sinat said rising
fertilizer prices are placing increasing pressure on
production costs, while trader Men Sles noted that
fluctuating market prices remain a concern during
peak harvest periods.
Cambodia is currently the world’s second-largest
producer of raw cashew nuts, but only 5% to 10% of
production is processed domestically. According to
the Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC), the
country plans to significantly expand local processing
capacity in 2026, targeting the processing of 25% of
annual production, compared to just 2.4% in 2025.
Government to Offer Free Land for Cashew
Processing Investments

Fresh News
Tbong Khmum, May 27, 2026 — Prime Minister

Hun Manet has announced a new initiative to
accelerate Cambodia’s cashew processing industry
by establishing dedicated industrial clusters and

providing free land for investors.
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ﬁiggﬁyﬂmfﬁmﬁﬁl n'jﬁfigiﬁi@'jiﬁ [0 mﬁgm Speaking at the inauguration of a rubber processing
' ' factory in Tbong Khmum province, the Prime Minister

v

ISAMIUY L

- - , - said the government will pilot a cashew industrial park
UGUSAYMAM{UIG IE IR MU tﬁti§l;m

&
1

. T .. ° R in Kampong Thom province, supported by tax
m’nt:]mnjmﬁsmt.@‘lmﬁnnmmﬂnmsmsss incentives and land allocation to attract investment.
RES G%IF19 0% Iam: i mLﬂfm SIAIG He also encouraged special economic zones to

An{pn- PRI A Y A mﬁgngm consider lower rental rates for cashew-processing

PR (PG UAYEhen s s minifn bR businesses.
The initiative aims to strengthen domestic value-

_3 —~

fﬁigghmjn ajmsmhﬂEMnhmlﬂolﬂb
! added production, create stable markets for farmers,

[Sotﬁﬂtijﬁnﬂn[““lﬂj[Ld[nEUSJmSlﬂﬁ%[S . _
< and reduce Cambodia’s dependence on exporting

HRUARYRI wLﬁm@mijSh@momﬁmm raw cashew nuts to neighboring countries for
IFMS{Auinb.cwiinm: processing.

According to the Cashew Nut Association of
Cambodia (CAC), the country exported more than
831,000 tonnes of raw cashew nuts worth $1.44 billion
during the first four months of 2026, up 24.17% from
the same period last year. Cambodia currently has
about 740,000 hectares of cashew plantations and is
expected to produce between 800,000 and 1 million
tonnes during the 2026 harvest season.

Officials say the new policy will help attract processing

investment, increase export value, and ensure greater

PM Hun Manet: Government to
Provide Free Land for Cashew benefits for both farmers and industry operators.
Processing Investments

PM Hun Manet Urges Expansion of Agro-Industrial Processing to Reduce Imports

CamNess
Phnom Penh, May 27, 2026 — Prime Minister Hun Manet has called for stronger agro-industrial

processing to increase the use of local raw materials, reduce imports, and create more value-added
products in Cambodia. Speaking at the inauguration of Kims Rubber (Cambodia) in Tboung Khmum
province, he urged relevant ministries to expand domestic processing of agricultural products, particularly
rubber. The Prime Minister noted that many local raw materials are still exported unprocessed while
Cambodia continues importing finished goods. He highlighted the need to strengthen supply chains,
develop industrial and agro-industrial parks, and improve logistics and electricity infrastructure. Hun Manet
also reaffirmed government support through tax incentives and investment-friendly policies. The new
rubber processing factory is expected to create nearly 300 direct jobs and support more than 50,000

rubber tappers, contributing to Cambodia’s growing industrial and agricultural sectors.
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J* 2in ion, it
Phnom Penh, May 6, 2026 — Australla boosts

Cambodia’s cashew processing capacities

Australia is committed to working with Cambodian
agri-businesses to build their capacity, attract
investment and grow stronger, more sustainable

agri-food sector.

Cambodia is the world’s second-largest producer of
raw cashew nuts, but less than 10 percent of the

harvest is processed locally.

Australia is partnering with two cashew processors
to support drying yards, grading machines and
storage facilities, and supporting post-harvest
training for cashew farmers. This will create around
100 new jobs and increase or stabilise incomes for
up to 1000 households in Kampong Thom and
Preah Vihear.
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ﬁs@eme“ésaesﬁigﬁggmwséﬁgg & oo $5M Cashew Processing Plant Planned in
© Kampong Thom

ﬂ‘@! HOOFHRNOE
: CamNess

CamNess Phnom Penh, April 22, 2026 — A $5 million cashew
émm f§§lﬂlﬂ°8 S3138) lElOlflb—mtflULn[n- processing plant is set to be built in Kampong Thom
isanssiomeaisénne IR G313 under a Cambodia—Korea cooperation framework, with

B auh [93«‘:1 [S‘i@:ﬁ Ejn ﬂﬁmlﬁﬁlﬂﬁg an construction starting in September 2026 and
- . completion expected by 2029.
ﬁgﬁjtﬂﬁjﬁﬁﬁmiﬁ&it’ﬂ AN W mManh

W ea The facility will process up to 20 tonnes of raw cashews
ﬁjhsmmﬁ[ﬁg[m; enim lﬂolﬂb[tﬂ Wi per day, according to H.E. Ouk Rabun, Chairman of the
ishly mms*lm bouE" Council for Agricultural and Rural Development

NN ME{Y AN SITEGNASRYU NS §A N
s LUmSLﬁgLUﬁijjﬁﬁj%] Siasiwsnesny Resources Association (KOAA) Chairman Sang-mu

N%

(CARD), following talks with Korea Overseas Agro-

ShNSUG(CARD)UIUARGAMANY W Lee.
The project also includes training for farmers in post-

fPUNf™ Sang-mu  Lee Lﬁmsmmﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁjé ) .
- § harvest handling, processing, and export market
HRMSANI-GAUIAEYHG § mUE. n [Lﬁ‘l access to strengthen Cambodia’s agricultural value

{UIgU(KOAA) MGt IRG{IS8Y  chain,
BISfuEam ninm GL‘“IUfm MIG S [I&‘Iitﬂ Hins  Cashew remains a priority crop for Cambodia, which
bOo IMSALUIE T has over 580,000 hectares under cultivation and ranks

among the world’s top three producers. In 2025, the
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country exported 1 million tonnes of raw cashew nuts
worth $1.5 billion, up 27% year-on-year, according to

the Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia.

\
il '
s

Sl
nig ~

“ﬁﬁﬂgMﬁuﬁﬁnLﬁgéﬁm”

(Geographical Indication - Gl)

anwagusiw
Oddar Meanchey Mango

WG

d
Phnom Srok Golden Silk ong Thom Ca

Cambodia Registers Four New Gl Products

Phnom Penh, April 3, 2026 — The Ministry of
Commerce has registered four new Geographical
Indication (Gl) products to strengthen Cambodia’s
global market presence and protect local producers.
The products include Phnom Srok Golden Silk, Koh
Kong Mud Crab, Kampong Thom Cashew Nut, and
Oddar Meanchey Mango, all recognized for their
unique quality and geographical origin.

the Gl

counterfeiting, preserve traditional practices, and boost

Officials say status will help prevent
exports. It also opens opportunities for higher-value
branding in international markets.

Silot Uon, President of the Cashew Nut Association of
Cambodia, said the Gl recognition for Kampong Thom
cashews creates a premium identity and supports
expansion into markets such as the U.S. and EU.

Source: Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia
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Fertilizer Prices Surge 30% in Cambodia,
Raising Pressure on Farmers

Phnom Penh, April 2026 — Fertilizer and pesticide
prices in Cambodia have surged by 25% to 30%, driven
by rising global fuel costs linked to Middle East
tensions, increasing pressure on farmers and
agricultural production.

Industry officials say higher fuel and transport costs
have pushed fertilizer prices up sharply, with premium
products rising to about 150,000 Riel per bag from
130,000 Riel within a month. Farmers are responding
by reducing input use, leading to lower yields, tighter
profit margins, and growing reliance on loans.

In response, the government has introduced relief
measures, including absorbing 10% VAT on diesel and
LPG to ease production costs. Experts warn that
without sustained support, rising input costs could
disrupt the agricultural sector and threaten food

security.

Reference: Cambonomist
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El Nifno Threat Raises Concerns for
Cambodian Agriculture

Phnom Penh, March 2026 — Cambodian agricultural
authorities and industry stakeholders are preparing for
a potentially severe El Nifio phenomenon forecast to
affect up to 63 percent of the globe between November
2026 and January 2027, bringing extreme heat and
risks to agricultural production.
According to the U.S. National
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),

Ocean temperatures indicate strengthening EI Nifo

Oceanic and

rising Pacific

conditions that could contribute to one of the most
significant climate-related heat events in recent
decades.

H.E. Khim Finan,

Spokesperson for the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry

Undersecretary of State and

and Fisheries, said the Ministry is closely monitoring
developments and preparing response measures,
although the exact impact on Cambodia remains
uncertain.

The cashew sector is also taking precautionary steps.
Silot Uon, President of the Cashew Nut Association of
Cambodia (CAC), warned that prolonged heat during
the November—January period could affect cashew
flowering and reduce yields during the 2027 harvest
season.

To help farmers adapt, CAC plans to organize climate
change adaptation programs for member farmers from
June to August, focusing on water management,

orchard monitoring and climate-smart farming
practices.

Experts caution that if current trends continue, the
upcoming El Nifio episode could become one of the
strongest since modern records began in 1950, posing
food

significant challenges to global agriculture,

security and rural livelihoods.
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Kampong Thom, PPSEZ Sign Joint Venture to

Develop New Special Economic Zone
KPT Economy

OSAKA, June 15, 2026 — Kampong Thom province
and Royal Group Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone
(PPSEZ) have signed a joint venture agreement to
develop the Kampong Thom SEZ, a project aimed at
attracting investment, promoting industrial
development and creating a new economic gateway in
central Cambodia.

The agreement was signed on the sidelines of the
Cambodia Investment Forum 2026 at the Osaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, in the presence
of Kampong Thom Governor Nuon Pharath, PPSEZ
Chief

government advisor Dr. Mey Kalyan.

Executive Officer Hiroshi Uematsu and
The new SEZ is expected to support Kampong Thom’s
industrial transformation by leveraging the province’s
strong agricultural base, particularly rice and cashew
production. Officials said the zone will provide
comprehensive services for investors, including market
entry support, infrastructure, human resources and
operational management.

Target sectors include agro-processing and food
processing industries, with the project expected to
attract Japanese and other foreign investors seeking

opportunities in Cambodia’s provinces.
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Dr. Kalyan said the initiative highlights the province’s

untapped potential and is expected to create jobs,
strengthen supply chains and position Kampong Thom

as an emerging hub for industrial growth.
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Cambodia Launches First Cashew Industrial Park in Kampong Thom
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Phnom Penh, May 5, 2026 — The Cambodian
government has officially accelerated plans to
establish the country’s first dedicated cashew-
processing industrial park in Kampong Thom
province, marking a major step toward positioning
Cambodia as a leading global cashew producer.
Spanning nearly 600 hectares, the industrial park is
part of the Ministry of Commerce’s broader strategy
to modernize the agricultural sector and increase
value-added exports.

Prime Minister Hun Manet highlighted the initiative
during celebrations marking the 140th anniversary
of International Labour Day at the Preah Sihanouk
Autonomous Port. The event was attended by
senior government officials, including Ueno Atsushi
and Transport Minister Peng Ponea.

According to the Prime Minister, the industrial park
will serve as a strategic hub to strengthen
Cambodia’s cashew trade and processing
capabilities. The project will also be integrated into

national logistics infrastructure, including river
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transport links connecting Kampong Thom to the

Kampong Chhnang Multipurpose Port, helping
reduce transportation costs and improve export
competitiveness.

“We are currently organizing a cashew industrial
park in Kampong Thom to develop a comprehensive
master plan for growth,” Mr. Hun Manet said.
Commerce Minister Cham Nimul expressed
confidence in Cambodia’s ambition to become a
global  “cashew emperor,” citing growing
international demand and increasing investor
interest in premium Cambodian cashew varieties
such as M23 and M10.

The ministry recently secured market access for
Cambodian cashew products in more than 600
supermarkets across Hong Kong, while the new
industrial park is expected to attract additional
investment in processing facilities ahead of
operations scheduled to begin in 2027.

Senior Minister Ouk Rabun described the cashew
sector as a key pillar of Cambodia’s agricultural
diversification strategy under the government’s
Phase 1 Pentagonal Strategy.

Beyond processing and exports, the initiative also
aims to support farmers through training in post-
harvest handling, drying, storage, and processing
techniques, helping increase product quality and
long-term profitability for rural communities.
Government officials believe the project will
strengthen Cambodia’s reputation as a major
supplier of premium cashew products to global

markets.
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The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia is the most significant non-profit entity in Cambodia dedicated to
working with farmers, traders, processors, and exporters. Despite limited financial resources due to the small
membership fee, we are committed to our cause. CAC does not receive financial support from NGOs or

international aid. However, it receives a minuscule membership fee.
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iigaiinmi - Partnerships

Australi —

DISCLAIMER

The information and views expressed in this newsletter are those of the Cashew Association of
Cambodia (CAC) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Cambodia Australia Partnership
for Resilient Economic Development (CAPRED), or others. CAPRED accept no responsibility or
liability for the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of any information, opinions, or
recommendations presented herein. Any reference to specific organisations, products, or
services does not constitute or imply endorsement by CAPRED. Readers are advised to exercise
their own judgment and seek independent advice as appropriate.
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FfROM WASTE
TO WEALTH

THE GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY IN CASHEW APPLES
Long overlooked as a byproduct, the cashew apple is
emerging as a valuable resource with vast potential

in food, beverages, health, agriculture, and beyond.

BEVERAGES PHARMACEUTICALS  MIXOLOGY AGRICULTURAL
APPLICATIONS

MORE THAN A FRUIT, A FOUNDATION
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Rich i vitamin € Supports Building a new
— even more farmers and rural industry for
than an orange. communities Cambodia and

the world

KPT ECONOMY
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