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Mission

and Vision
of CAC:
Shaping the
Future of
Cambodia’s

Cashew

Industry

SILOT UON
CHAIRPERSON,CAC

Mission

To alleviate poverty by empowering cash-
ew farmers and promoting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices, in alignment with gov-
ernment policy. CAC aims to strengthen the
cashew nut industry’s image both nationally
and internationally, ensuring its growth and
prosperity.

Vision

To position Cambodia as a global leader
in cashew production and marketing, fos-
tering innovation and sustainability to en-
hance the livelihoods of local communities
and contribute to the national economy.

Goal

* Provide technical training to cashew nut
farmers and agricultural cooperatives
across Cambodia.

* Establish community  warehouses
in all cashew-producing provinces.

» Launch CACs first processing factory for
processor training.

* Transform Kampong Thom into Cambo-
dia’s largest cashew industrial zone.

Message from
the President

Dear Members, Partners, and
Stakeholders,

Reflecting on the first quarter

of 2025, our cashew sector has
encountered opportunities and
challenges, highlighting col-
laboration and innovation. We
remain committed to sustainable
growth, resilience, and economic
progress.

| commend our farming com-
munities, whose efforts drive our
achievements. Special thanks to
NGOs, investors, and government
entities, whose support greatly
advances our initiatives.

This newsletter shares our prog-
ress, challenges, and opportu-
nities transparently. Continued
cooperation will build a thriving
and sustainable future for Cam-
bodia’s cashew industry.

Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port.

Warmest regards,

Silot Uon President, Cashew Nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC)
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Cashew Apple Emerges as a
Health-Boosting Superfruit

Long discarded during nut harvest-
ing, the cashew apple is gaining
recognition for its powerful health
benefits. Rich in antioxidants and
phytochemicals, the juicy, tart fruit
has been shown in studies to fight
inflammation, inhibit harmful bacte-
ria, and even suppress cancer cell
growth in lab settings.

Traditionally used to treat sore
throats, digestive issues, and
wounds, cashew apple juice is now
also being explored for its potential
to regulate blood sugar—offering
promise for diabetes management.
While its natural acids call for
moderate consumption, the cashew
apple’s therapeutic value is becom-
ing increasingly hard to ignore.
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Cashew Apple Gains Attention as
a Nutritional Powerhouse

Often overshadowed by the pop-
ular nut it supports, the cashew
apple is emerging as a superfruit
rich in health benefits. With up

to 241 mg of vitamin C per 100
grams, five times more than many
citrus fruits, it's a potent immune
booster.

Health experts highlight its role

in hydration, heart health, and
overall wellness, thanks to its high
levels of potassium, magnesium,
antioxidants, and anti-inflamma-
tory compounds. As awareness
grows, the vibrant, pear-shaped
fruit is earning recognition for its
nutritional value beyond the shell.
(Source: PSL Cashew)
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By 2030, Cambodia is expected to hecome the world
largest producer of raw cashew nut. The cultivated area
will expand to 1.4 million hectares, with the harvested
area covering 850,000 hectares and an anticipated pro-
duction of 1.2 million tons.
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The 48 enterprises in Cambodia can process
up to 50,000 tons of raw nuts. However, they
only manage to process 20,000 tons, which
is just 2.9% of the total RCN available.
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tural development, with a recommendation to
prioritize luxury crop cultivation over cashew
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19:8 2amU SamMis SuBaMMIY) (Robusta) and low yield levels—render it less viable. At an
elevation of 900 meters above sea level, these
provinces are well-suited for the production of
high-value crops, including avocados, tea, and
Robusta coffee.
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Kampong Cham, July 3, 2025 — Prime Min-
ister Samdech Hun Manet has announced
that Kompong Thom will become Cambodia’s
central Cashew Industrial Park (CIP), aiming
to position the Kingdom as a global leader in
cashew production.

Speaking at the groundbreaking ceremony
for a new provincial CPP building, the Prime
Minister said the park will centralize process-
ing of cashew crops from Kampong Thom and
nearby provinces, backed by government-sup-
ported infrastructure.

Authorities have been instructed to offer land
at low cost or free to investors to accelerate
development. Cambodia currently cultivates
over 630,000 hectares of cashews, producing
around 850,000 tons annually—ranking it
among the top three global producers.

The CIP is expected to strengthen the cashew
value chain, increase exports, and create thou-

sands of rural jobs.
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Camhodia’s cashew Industry Grows
Rapidly, But Cote d'lvoire Still Leads

CAC News
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Cobte d'lvoire - Cambodia’s cashew sector is ex-
panding fast, but it won't surpass Coéte d'lvoire’s
dominance anytime soon, according to industry
expert Jim Fitzpatrick. Cambodia’s production
surged from 200,000 tons in 2018 to 840,000
tons in 2024 and could hit one million tons by
2026 or 2027. However, Cote d'lvoire is projected
to produce 1.3 to 1.4 million tons by 2025.

The introduction of the M23 cashew variety

and a high-yield farming model have boosted

Cambodia’s output, though new planting has

slowed due to price volatility. Despite trailing in

volume, Cambodia enjoys an edge with Viet-
namese buyers thanks to its geographic prox-
imity and earlier harvest, which hits markets by

March—well ahead of Cote d'lvoire’s crop.

(Source: Chairman @ Beta Group | Business
Management Doctorate)
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Australia Supports Camhodia’s New
Investment Strategy

CAC News
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Phnom Penh, July 9, 2025 - Australia is backing Cam-
bodia’s push to attract strategic foreign investment
through a new three-year Investment Promotion Strate-
gy led by the Council for the Development of Cambodia
(CDC). The initiative, part of the Cambodia Australia
Partnership for Resilient Economic Development (CA-
PRED), focuses on boosting investment in high-poten-
tial sectors such as electronics and agro-processing.
CAPRED recently facilitated consultations between
government officials and private sector stakeholders
to align the strategy with international best practices.
The effort reflects Australia’s broader goal of promot-
ing sustainable growth in Cambodia and supports its
Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040.

Funded by the Australian Government and implement-
ed by Cowater International, CAPRED highlights a long-
term commitment to resilient and inclusive economic

development in the region.

Source: Mr. Paul Keogh, Facility Director, Cambodia
Australia Partnership for Resilient Economic Develop-

ment (CAPRED), LinkedIn Post
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Japanese Firm Eyes Cambodian CNSL for
Eco-Friendly Cattle Feed
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Disclaimer

The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) recently
held discussions with a Japanese company specializing in
cattle feed, focusing on a potential large-scale purchase of
Cashew Nut Shell Liquid (CNSL). The firm is interested in
using CNSL as a dietary supplement for livestock, includ-
ing cows, goats, and sheep.

CNSL has been shown to significantly enhance milk
production and reduce methane emissions by up to 60%.
Since livestock are major contributors to methane gas
through burping, flatulence, and manure, this initiative
could have substantial environmental benefits. The proj-
ect is seen as a strategic move to help Cambodia tap into
carbon credit markets while maximizing the value of its

cashew byproducts.

The information and views expressed in this newsletter are those of the Cashew Association of Cambodia (CAC)

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Cambodia Australia Partnership for Resilient Economic Development

(CAPRED) , HEKS/EPER Cambodia or others. CAPRED and HEKS accept no responsibility or liability for the accuracy,

completeness, or reliability of any information, opinions, or recommendations presented herein. Any reference to

specific organisations, products, or services does not constitute or imply endorsement by CAPRED and HEKS. Readers

are advised to exercise their own judgment and seek independent advice as appropriate.
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UNDP Launches GOVID-19 Recovery Project
for Gambodia’s Vulnerable Gommunities
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CAC News (Source UNDP in Cambodia)

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP), in partnership with Cambodian ministries,
has launched a one-year recovery project to support
vulnerable and marginalized communities impacted by
COVID-19.

Funded by the Government of China, the Accelerating
COVID-19 Recovery for Vulnerable and Marginalized
Groups in Cambodia (ACRP) runs from July 2024 to
June 2025. It targets five provinces—Battambang,
Pailin, Banteay Meanchey, Preah Vihear, and Kampong
Chhnang—to boost income, health, and resilience
among poor rural households.

Through a rapid needs assessment, 2,500 ID Poor
households received productive assets such as live-
stock, crops, and tools, alongside training to enhance
livelihoods. An additional 3,000 households received
health and hygiene supplies to reduce disease risk and
enhance living conditions.

In Preah Vihear, 44 cashew nut peeling machines were
delivered to 14 cooperatives, benefiting over 3,300
households and expanding economic opportunities,
especially for women.

The initiative, led with support from the Ministry of
Social Affairs and others, aims to complement exist-
ing social protection programs and ensure long-term,
inclusive recovery.

“This reflects a strong commitment to ensuring no one
is left behind,” said the UNDP Cambodia office.
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Kampong Thom, Cambodia — A key meeting under
the Agricultural Value Chain Competitiveness and
Safety Enhancement Project (ACSEP) was recently held
to strengthen Cambodia’s cashew nut value chain.
Presided over by H.E. Mey Vann, Secretary of State

at the Ministry of Economy and Finance, the event
gathered officials from Kampong Thom Province, the
Asian Development Bank, 30 members of the Cashew
Nut Association of Cambodia, and five representatives
from the Khmer Cassava Farmers Association.

The focus was on improving access to affordable loans
for agricultural cooperatives and enterprises. ACSEP
also promotes gender equality, environmental sustain-
ability, and food safety.

Eligible participants include registered agricultural
communities, agro-industrial enterprises, and local
chicken farmers in target provinces: Kampong Cham,
Kampong Thom, Siem Reap, and Oddar Meanchey. Fi-
nancial support includes value chain loans and capital
credit financing.

The initiative targets cassava, mango, and cashew nut
production, aiming to make Cambodia’s agriculture

sector more competitive and resilient.
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Kampong Thom, August 3, 2025 - The Cashew

Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) held a busi-
ness matching (B2B) event at the Polytechnique
Institute of Kaompong Thom, under the Ministry of

Labour and Vocational Training, presided over by
H.E. Dr. Suong Noy.

The event gathered 91 participants, including
representatives from 45 agricultural cooperatives
across four provinces and 16 enterprises from
Cambodia, France, China, and Mongolia. Govern-
ment officials, banks, and development partners
such as EU-German Capsafe, HEKS/EPER, ASCEP,
WCS, Oxfam, and Pearl-FAO also participated.
The event aimed to strengthen domestic raw ca-
shew nut (RCN) trade and reduce export leakage
by promoting local procurement and contract
farming. Discussions focused on quality stan-
dards, responsible sourcing, and accessible pay-
ment methods. A follow-up Mmeeting and poten-
tial contract signing are planned for October 2025.
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camhodia-l(orea Food Processing
Technology Center Inaugurated in

Khmer Times
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Phnom Penh, August 6, 2025 — Cambodia and South
Korea marked a new chapter in bilateral industrial co-
operation with the inauguration of the Cambodia-Korea
Food Processing Technology Center.

The center is the latest achievement under South
Korea’'s ODA Industrial and Energy Project, led by the
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy (MOTIE) and the
Korea Institute for Advancement of Technology (KIAT),
which has carried out 91 projects in 34 countries since
2012.

Cambodia was the first recipient of technical assistance
through the TASK Food Processing Project. Over six
years, two TASK projects provided training to local com-
panies, including the Cashew nut Association of Cambo-
dia (CAC), resulting in increased sales, job creation, and
factory expansion.

The new center will introduce advanced equipment for
food testing, serve as a training and business support
hub, and help develop skilled professionals in the sec-
tor. Officials aim to build a sustainable food processing
ecosystem in Cambodia.

“This marks a new phase of our partnership, with
greater outcomes ahead,” said a representative from
Cambodia’s Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology &
Innovation (MISTI).
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CAC Partners with NTEP to Boost Indlig-
enous Gashew Processing
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The Cashew nut Association of Cambodia
(CAC) recently partnered with Non-Timber
Forest Product (NTFP), a local NGO, to support
indigenous communities in cashew nut pro-
cessing. As part of the PRLIP project—funded
by Germany’'s BMZ through Welthungerhil-
fe—NTFP is helping communities in Ratanakiri,
Stung Treng, and Preah Vihear build sustain-
able livelihoods.

To address gaps in processing skills, N'TFP met
with CAC to exchange knowledge on pro-
duction chains, storage, drying techniques,
and workforce management. CAC provided
technical guidance and arranged site visits to
3CORESECO and Cheysambo enterprises.

The initiative aims to strengthen communi-
ty-based cashew processing and promote
inclusive growth in Cambodia’s agricultural

sector.
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Phnom Penh, August 8, 2025 — The Cashew nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC) held a business
matching (B2B) meeting with Khmer Enterprise
(KE) to strengthen ties between agricultural
communities and the private sector.

CAC emphasized the importance of linking
farmers directly with processors to reduce
middlemen, increase value-added opportuni-
ties, and stabilize cashew prices. Discussions
focused on potential grant support from KE,
along with funding application strategies and

the need for capacity-building workshops on

business planning, food safety, and financial

reporting.

Khmer Enterprise, under the Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance, supports Cambodia’s entre-
preneurial ecosystem through funding, training,

mentorship, and market access programs.
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Khimer Enterprise Launches Export
Program to Support SMES
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Phnom Penh, August 6 — Khmer Enterprise (KE)
launched its Export Market Development Pro-
gram to support Cambodian SMEs aiming to
enter international markets. The event provided
technical guidance, exported logistics knowl-
edge, and access to financing opportunities.
Key participants included the Cashew nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC), which sent
memlber companies to learn about the pro-
gram’s benefits and roadmap. Attendees also
included representatives from the Chamber of
Commerce, business associations, banks, mi-
crofinance institutions, and logistics firms.

The program aims to equip export-ready busi-
nesses with the tools and support needed to
scale globally, including training and financial
preparation to access loans from institutions

like ACLEDA Bank.
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KAMPONG THOM — The PEARL project of FAO
is advancing efforts to secure Geographical
Indication (Gl) status for cashew nuts grown in
Kampong Thom province. Two CAC represen-
tatives recently attended a Gl Geographical In-
dication Meeting organized by the PEARL-FAO
project to promote the region's cashew nuts as
a nationally and internationally recognized Gl
product.

The meeting brought together government
officials, local stakeholders, and experts to
strategize the Gl registration process. Key goals
included forming a Geographical Indication As-
sociation, finalizing production standards, and
strengthening collaboration across ministries
and local actors.

Gl status would certify Kampong Thom cashew

nuts for their unique quality tied to geograph-

ic origin—considering factors like soil, climate,

traditional practices, and historical reputation.
If granted, the designation could significantly
boost the product's market value, export poten-
tial, and contribute to rural development.

This initiative aligns with Cambodia’s broader
push to elevate Gl products on the global stage

and preserve local agricultural heritage.
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The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAQC)
has conducted ten workshops across Kompong
Thom, Ratanakiri, Kratie, and Stung Treng to help
over 900 farmers adopt climate-smart agriculture
and reduce production costs.

The sessions focused on improving yields through
science-based farming practices, rather than
relying on unpredictable natural conditions. Key
topics included soil and crop management, prop-
er use of fertilizers like DAP and NPK, and devel-
oping clear production plans.

Experts emphasized that higher productivity—
not higher prices—is the key to profitability and
market competitiveness. The workshops also
introduced Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) tech-
niques such as efficient irrigation, climate-resilient
crops, agroforestry, and digital farm manage-
ment tools.

CAC plans to continue expanding its outreach

to support more farmers in building resilience to
climate change while enhancing sustainability in
Cambodia’s cashew sector.

The Workshop held in the CAC head office on
August 24, 2025, was supported by HEKS/EPER
Cambodia and Rhino Master Co., Ltd.
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The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia recently
held discussions with the National Bank of Cambodia
(NBC) to explore the country’s progress in green digital
finance—a sector gaining momentum amid global sus-
tainability efforts.

The NBC, in collaboration with the Economic Research
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), is conducting
a nationwide study to assess the current landscape and
potential of green digital finance. The initiative seeks
input from government agencies, financial institu-
tions, international development partners, and private
sector stakeholders to develop strategies that promote
eco-friendly financial solutions.

As part of this initiative, GREEN LOAN reaffirmed its
commitment to sustainable and ethical financing,
aligned with the Cambodian Sustainable Finance Prin-
ciples (CSFP). Partner banks are also offering a suite of
products—including Green, Social, Sustainability, and
Sustainability-Linked Loans—targeting key areas such
as renewable energy, climate adaptation, food security,
and essential infrastructure.

This collaborative effort highlights Cambodia’s growing
commitment to integrating environmental and social
responsibility into its financial systems to support sus-

tainable economic growth.
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Cambodia’s cashew industry could significantly
increase its income by directly exporting raw nuts
to China, a key untapped market, according to Si-
lot Uon, chairman of the Cashew Nut Association
of Cambodia (CAC).

Unofficial figures indicate that Cambodia earned
approximately $1.4 billion from exporting around
941,000 tonnes of raw cashew nuts in the first
eight months of 2025—most of which was
shipped to Vietnam. Silot emphasized that direct
exports to China could increase revenue, reduce
dependency on transit countries, and stabilize
prices for local farmers.

Speaking to The Post on September 8, Silot said
the CAC is working to facilitate partnerships and
encourage shipments to Chinese economic zones
like Yingkou and Nanning, major cashew pro-
cessing hubs.

The push aligns with Cambodia’s broader trade
efforts, as a delegation led by Hul Siengheng
from the Ministry of Industry recently visited
China to promote industrial cooperation. Chinese
officials from the Yingkou Free Trade Zone ex-
pressed interest in direct cashew imports due to
growing regional demand.

Cambodia is also exploring the EU market,
though challenges remain due to size preferences
and stringent certification requirements.
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Preah Sihanouk, 11 August 2025 - The Cashew
nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) participat-
ed in a workshop organized by the Ministry

of Commerce (MoC) to raise auwareness of

the Cambodia-United Arab Emirates Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(Cambodia-UAE CEPA). CAC sent tuwwo member
companies to learn about the agreement’s eco-
nomic benefits and implementation roadmap.
The event, attended by government leaders,
private sector representatives, and technical of-
ficials, focused on the CEPA’s potential to boost
trade and investment between Cambodia and
the URE. Her Excellency TEKRETH Kamrang,
Secretary of State for the MoC, highlighted the
CEPA's role in enhancing bilateral relations, lib-
eralizing trade, and eliminating trade barriers.
The agreement, which took effect on January
31, 2024, allows Cambodian exports like tex-
tiles, electronics, and cashew nuts to enter the
URAE tariff-free, while opening opportunities for
Cambodian services in the UAE. Cambodia’s
growing trade with the UAE, valued at USD 47
million in the first half of 2025, is expected to
further expand under the CEPA.

The workshop covered key aspects of the
agreement, including trade in goods, invest-
ment, and trade facilitation measures, further-
ing Cambodia’s efforts to diversify its export
markets and strengthen its economic standing.
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PHNOM PENH — September 8, 2025 — Cambodia
and India are moving to strengthen agricultural
ties following a high-level meeting between H.E.
Touch Bunhour, Secretary of State at the Ministry
of Agriculture, and Dr. Sudhanshu, Secretary-Gen-
eral of India’s APEDA.

The two sides discussed the potential for export-
ing Cambodian raw cashew nuts (RCN) to India
and the establishment of a Cashew Industrial
Park (CIP) in Kampong Thom province, known for
its high-yield cashew cultivation.

Cambodia highlighted its premium cashew vari-
eties — M23, M10, HOY9, and IM4 — and expressed
interest in attracting Indian investment in cashew
processing and export.

The Indian delegation plans to continue talks
with Cambodian private sector representatives
and conduct a field visit to Kampong Thom.

The meeting coincides with the “B2B Interac-

tion 2025" event hosted by the Indian Embassy,
featuring 26 Indian companies engaging with
Cambodian counterparts in sectors like meat, rice,
and food processing. The Cashew Nut Association
of Cambodia (CAC) is also participating, aiming to
diversify exports beyond existing markets.
Officials say the growing Cambodia-India part-
nership could lead to greater trade, investment,
and sustainable growth in the agricultural sector.
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NANNING, CHINA — September 17, 2025 — Cambodia
showcased over ten types of Geographical Indication
(GI) products and key export items at its National
Pavilion during the 22nd China-ASEAN Expo in Nan-
ning, highlighting its growing export potential and rich
cultural heritage.

The pavilion, inspired by Preah Sihanouk province and
spanning 160 square meters, featured Khmer archi-
tecture and coastal-themed designs, promoting invest-
ment opportunities in tourism, agriculture, and trade.
Products on display included Kampot pepper, Kampong
Speu palm sugar, Mondulkiri honey, Koh Trong pomelo,
cashew nuts, and more. Visitors also enjoyed cultural
performances, video presentations, and promotional
materials.

The pavilion was inaugurated by H.E. Vongsey Vissoth,
representing Prime Minister Hun Manet, and was
visited by Chinese Vice President Han Zheng and other
senior officials.

Cambodia’s participation reinforces its strategy to
attract investment and expand exports. The country has
previously won several awards for its pavilion at the
Expo, recognizing its creative design and alignment with
regional trade goals.
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Cambodia Signs Key
Trade Deals, Promotes
Exports at China-ASEAN
Expo

NANNING, CHINA — September 17, 2025 — Cam-
bodia took center stage at the 22nd China-ASE-
AN Expo, promoting trade, investment, and
tourism through a high-level forum organized
by the Ministry of Cormmerce in collaboration
with the Expo Secretariat.

The event led to the signing of five memoran-
dums of understanding (MoUs) focused on
cassava exports, medical sector cooperation,
agriculture, cultural exchange, and the sale of
Cambodian dried longan and cashew nuts.

The forum is part of Cambodia’s broader strate-
gy to enhance regional trade ties and boost the
visibility of local products.

Additionally, a major cassava export deal was
signed on August 21 with COFCO Biotechnology
Co,, Ltd,, allowing Cambodia to export 500,000
tons of dried cassava to China during 2025-2026.
Combined with earlier agreements, cassava
export commitments to China now exceed
700,000 tons for 2025.

Currently, 16 Cambodian agricultural products
are approved for export to China, including rice,
bananas, mangoes, coconuts, and rubber.
Bilateral trade between Cambodia and China
reached $9.27 billion in the first half of 2025,

up 26.9% year-on-year. While exports to China
dropped by 7.9%, imports surged by 31.2%, re-
flecting deepening economic ties.
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Chinese State-Owned Giant to Process
30,000 Tons of Camhodian Cashews Annu-
ally in First Investment Phase
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Phnom Penh, September 12, 2025 — Chinese
state-owned enterprise Sinomach Hainan Devel-
opment Co,, Ltd. has announced plans to invest
in Cambodia’s cashew processing sector, aiming
to process 30,000 tons annually in the project’s
initial phase.

The announcement came after a high-level
meeting between Chea Vuthy, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Cambodia Investment Committee,
and David Zou Zhun, Head of Agriculture at
Sinomach, held on September 12 in Phnom
Penh.

The project is part of a larger plan that will ex-
pand to 200,000 tons in Phase 2 and 500,000
tons in Phase 3. Sinomach is partnering with
several Chinese and Cambodian firms to source
and process cashews for export to China.

The investment supports Cambodia’s strategy to
boost agricultural processing, attract high-tech
partners, and increase value-added exports to
major markets.

Here is the text translated into Khmer.
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CAC Highlights Investment Opportunities at U.S.
Agribusiness Roundtable
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Phnom Penh, Cambodia — September 30,

2025 - The Cashew Nut Association of Cam-
bodia (CAC) participated as a key speaker at
a high-level agribusiness roundtable hosted
by the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh, aimed at
fostering U.S. investment in Cambodia’s agri-
cultural sector.

Speaking at the event, CAC Vice President

Suy Kokthean shared that Cambodia export-
ed approximately 964,000 metric tons of raw
cashew nuts (RCN) in the first eight months of
2025, generating an estimated USD 1.4 billion.
He emphasized the potential for up to a 120%
increase in export value with greater invest-
ment in local processing facilities.

Mr. Kokthean also highlighted the untapped
value of cashew by-products, such as cashew
apples and nut shells, calling for technical and
financial support to reduce waste and increase
competitiveness. CAC is actively seeking in-
vestment in processing innovations, including
cashew juice, vinegar, and Cashew Nut Shell
Liquid (CNSL).

The U.S. Embassy described the roundtable

as a platform to identify strategic priorities
and foster collaboration between Cambodian
stakeholders and American investors in the
agribusiness sector.
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Cambodia, Vietnam to Sign
MoU to Boost Trade and In-
vestment

July 14, 2025 — The Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce (CCC) and the Vietham-Cambodia Busi-
ness Association will sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding (IMoU) this week to strengthen trade
and investment cooperation between the two
countries. The agreement will be signed during a
CCC-led business delegation visit to Ho Chi Minh
City from July 14-16, headed by CCC President
Kith Meng.

The visit includes a Vietham-Cambodia Business
Networking Conference and business matching
sessions aimed at promoting partnerships and ex-
panding market access. Cambodia and Vietham
recorded $4.34 billion in bilateral trade in the first
half of 2025, a 7.2% increase year-on-year. Cam-
bodia’s exports rose 8.2% to $2.19 billion, while
imports increased 6.3% to $2.15 billion.

Vietnam is Cambodia’s third-largest trading part-
ner. The two governments aim to raise bilateral
trade to $20 billion, with 2024 figures reaching
$7.78 billion, up 18.2% from 2023.

Vietnam currently has 215 investment projects in
Cambodia worth $2.94 billion, spanning agricul-
ture, finance, tourism, and manufacturing. CCC
Vice-President Lim Heng said the new MoU will
help attract more Vietnamese investors and boost

Cambodian exports, particularly in agriculture.
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CAC Joins Major Investment
Forum Under SPIN Pro-
gramme to Boost Northeast
Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, September 29, 2025 — The Cashew
Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) took part in a
key forum held under the government’s Special
Programme to Promote Investment in the Four
Northeastern Provinces (SPIN), a strategic initia-
tive aimed at driving over $1.3 billion in investment
to Kratie, Stung Treng, Ratanakiri, and Mondulkiri
from 2025 to 2028.

Cashew was identified as a priority commodity
within SPIN’'s agro-industry development pillar,
highlighting its growing role as a value-added
product with economic benefits for rural commu-
nities. CAC's participation underscores the crop’s
potential in transforming Cambodia’s underdevel-
oped northeastern region.

The SPIN Programme focuses on three pillars:
economic transformation through agro-industry
and tourism, fast-impact reforms to attract inves-
tors, and fostering industrial clustering. Already,
14 investment proposals totaling nearly $1.3 bil-
lion have been submitted, with strong interest in
processing and packaging facilities.

Incentives under SPIN include enhanced tax
breaks, low-interest loans, and streamlined ad-
ministrative support for private sector projects.
The inclusion of CAC positions the cashew sec-
tor at the center of Cambodia’'s regional growth
strategy, with ambitions to increase value-added
exports and reduce reliance on raw commodity
trade.



CAC Meets with Korean
Embhassy and KOTRA to

Discuss Cashew Industry
Investment Opportunities
in Camhodia

CAC News, September 2, 2025

Kampong Thom, Cambodia - The Cashew nut Associ-
ation of Cambodia (CAC) held a business meeting with
the Second Secretary of the Embassy of the Republic
of Korea to Cambodia and the Director General of the
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA) to
explore potential collaboration in Cambodia’s cashew
industry.

KOTRA, the South Korean government's trade and
foreign investment promotion agency, operates 128
offices in 83 countries. The organization plays a pivotal
role in facilitating global trade by connecting foreign
buyers, investors, and Korean entrepreneurs through
trade exhibitions and business delegations.

During the meeting, KOTRA expressed strong interest
in understanding Cambodia’s cashew industry, includ-
ing its operational structure, investment potential, and
the role CAC can play in supporting Korean investors.
The discussions centered on the possibility of estab-
lishing cashew processing plants in Cambodia and
how investors could benefit from local support and
incentives.

While CAC clarified that investment incentive policies
fall under the jurisdiction of the relevant Cambodian
government agencies, it emphasized its capacity to
support Korean investors in other critical areas. Specif-
ically, CAC can facilitate connections between inves-
tors and local farmers and agricultural cooperatives.
Additionally, the organization highlighted its ability to
organize business matchmaking and contract farming
arrangements, helping ensure a stable supply of raw
cashew nuts (RCN) for processing facilities.

CAC reported that Cambodia’s average annual produc-
tion of RCN stands at approximately 800,000 metric
tons. With proper coordination and support from the
authorities, CAC believes these initiatives can help in-
vestors secure raw materials year-round and enhance
the overall reliability of supply chains—an essential
consideration for foreign companies entering the
Cambodian market.

KOTRA welcomed CAC's insights and plans to consult
further with Cambodian government officials responsi-
ble for cashew sector development to gather detailed
information about available investment incentives. The

Gashew nut Association of
GCamhbodia Seeks Market
Linkages with Australian
Retailers

CAC News

The Cashew nut Association of Cambodia
(CACQC) is actively exploring coaching sessions
for the opportunities to enter the Australian
retail market and strengthen business linkages
with buyers in the cashew industry, with sup-
port from the Cambodia Australia Partnership
for Resilient Economic Development (CAPRED).

CAC aims to expand the international footprint
of Cambodian cashew kernels by learning
from Australian experts about key aspects of
the retail supply chain. This includes gaining
insights into customs regulations, import taxes,
food safety standards, certification processes,
and packaging strategies tailored for the Aus-
traliaon market.

A core area of focus is understanding packag-
ing trends that appeal to Australian consum-
ers. CAC is looking into a variety of packaging
designs—such as those with transparent win-
dows to showcase premium-grade products.
These include whole white cashew nuts (UWW),
split halves (UJS), large white pieces (LUJP), and
cashews with testa (AW). By offering multiple
product types, CAC aims to provide greater
consumer choice based on quality and pricing.
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The Association of Cashew Processors Ghana (ACPG) has
expressed concern over the challenges facing the coun-
try’s cashew processing sector, pointing to limited policy
support, access to raw materials, and growing competition
from foreign buyers. In a statement signed by President
Ant6nio Manuel Caramelo Raposo, the association noted
that international demand is driving up prices, making it
increasingly difficult for local processors to remain com-
petitive.

Some processing facilities have reduced operations or
closed, with impacts on employment, particularly for youth
and women in rural areas. ACPG is calling for renewed
government attention to the sector, including improved
enforcement of local processing policies, access to afford-
able financing, and support measures such as tax and
energy relief.

The association also encouraged collaboration among
stakeholders and urged civil society and media to help
spotlight the issue and support efforts to revitalize the
industry.
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lvory Coast Raises 2025 Gashew
Forecast Amid Export Woes
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Ivory Coast has increased its 2025 cashew pro-
duction forecast to 1.3 million metric tonnes, up
from 1.15 million, despite major export challeng-
es linked to U.S. tariff threats and a weakening
dollar.

According to Mamadou Berte, President of the
Cotton and Cashew Council, the production
boost is due to stricter border controls curbing
smuggling to neighboring Ghana and Burki-
na Faso. However, exports are faltering. Viet-
namese buyers—nhistorically purchasing up to
80% of Ivorian cashews—have imported just
200,000 tonnes this year, down from nearly
800,000 in 2024, amid uncertainty over U.S.
trade policies.

Falling cashew prices, now as low as 200 CFA
francs ($0.35) per kg, have further hurt Ivori-
an farmers. Around 200,000 tonnes of unsold
stock remain, but local buyers have absorbed
650,000 tonnes—more than double last year's
volume. The CCA is exploring policy and finan-
cial measures to stabilize the sector. (Source:

PSL Cashew)
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Guinea-Bissau Gashew Shipments
Up 18.6% Midway Through 2023
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As of Mid-2025, Guinea-Bissau has evacuated
208,833 tonnes of cashew nuts from production
Zzones to the capital Bissau, an 18.6% increase
over the same period last year. The announce-
ment was made on June 26 by Lassana Fati,
Director General of Foreign Trade. The coun-
try is now on track to meet its 200,000-tonne
export target for the year, driven by favorable
harvest conditions and improved field prices,
which rose from 410 to over 550 CFA francs per
kilogram during peak season.

Despite the progress, only 40,000 tonnes have
been exported so far, amid ongoing issues such
as smuggling and heavy taxation. Authori-
ties have intercepted 51 tonnes of smuggled
cashews at the borders with Senegal and
Guinea-Conakry. A World Bank report in June
warned that high export taxes are hindering
local processing and encouraging informal
trade. The cashew crop is projected to reach
260,000 tonnes this year, up from 220,000
tonnes in 2024.

(Credit Source: Cashew App)
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Mozambique is re-emerging as a global ca-
shew powerhouse, with production reaching
195,400 tonnes in 2023 — the highest in over 50
years. This figure is set to rise by 23% in 2024 to
218,900 tonnes, fueled by a 26% expansion in
cultivated land.

The sector now supports over 1T million farming
families, 7,287 formal workers, and 69 process-
ing companies. Government investment of 90
million meticais (US$1.4 million) this year will
fund the planting of 6.67 million seedlings and
the treatment of 9.2 million trees.

Cashew export earnings surged 71% from
US$57.3 million in 2023 to US$98.2 million in
2024, highlighting the industry’s growing eco-
nomic significance. (Source: The Macao News)
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As Nigeria works to diversify its economy and re-
duce its dependence on oil, agriculture—particu-
larly cashew farming—is gaining renewed atten-
tion. The country is now the world'’s fourth-largest
producer of raw cashews, with an annual output
of over 350,000 metric tons, according to the In-
ternational Trade Centre (ITC). However, most of
this is exported raw to nations like Vietham and
India for processing.

In a recent milestone, Domena Africa, a subsidi-
ary of Moneda Invest Africa, exported three 40-
foot containers of premium Nigerian cashews to
Vietham. The company aims to demonstrate Ni-
gerid’s capacity to meet international standards
with traceable and transparent supply chains.
Domena’s approach includes empowering small-
holder farmers, increasing women's participation,
and ultimately boosting local job creation—up to
200 jobs per ton of processed cashew. The com-
pany also plans to invest in domestic processing
facilities, aiming to capture more value locally
and reduce trade imbalances.

Wwith Vietnam as a key trade partner, the move
highlights the potential for deeper collaboration
and positions cashew as a catalyst for sustain-
able economic transformation in Nigeria and

beyond. (Source: PSL Cashew)
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Indig, a global leader in cashew processing
and consumption, is poised for growth with

its domestic market projected to rise from
USD 2.49 billion in 2025 to USD 3 billion by
2030. Driven by increasing health awareness
and demand for value-added products, India
currently consumes around 30% of the world's
cashews.

Despite its strengths, the industry faces major
hurdles, including a heavy reliance on import-
ed raw cashews—about 50% sourced from
Africa—making it vulnerable to supply disrup-
tions and shifting international policies. Other
challenges include rising processing costs,
stiff competition from Vietnam, and climate
change impacts.

Opportunities lie in expanding domestic pro-
duction, adopting mechanization, and invest-
ing in product innovations such as vegan and
health-focused snacks. Government support
through reduced duties, lower GST, and pro-
cessing subsidies is aiding industry moderniza-
tion.

Strategic collaboration between stakeholders
is seen as key to enhancing efficiency, reduc-
ing import dependence, and boosting India’s
global cashew competitiveness.
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A recent industry dialogue raised a critical
question: has the cashew market sidelined its
most essential contributors—farmers?

Many cashew farmers cultivate the crop
alongside others, often favoring those with
better returns. Without consistent income and
support, experts warn, farmers may shift away
from cashew, posing risks to the industry’s
future.

The conversation emphasized the need for
market stability. Like any entrepreneur, farm-
ers rely on predictable pricing, reliable buy-
ers, and minimal trade disruptions. Volatility
undermines trust and discourages long-term
investment in the sector.

Participants called for urgent investment in
infrastructure, better logistics, and training in
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP), pest man-
agement, and financial literacy to build a more
resilient cashew value chain.

A key message emerged: farmers must be seen
as strategic partners, not just suppliers. Greater
transparency, fairness, and farmer inclusion

in policy-making are essential to securing the
industry’s sustainability and shared prosperity.
(Source: African Cashew Alliance)
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The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia is the most significant non-profit entity in Cambodia ded-

icated to working with farmers, traders, processors, and exporters. Despite limited financial resourc-

es due to the small membership fee, we are committed to our cause. CAC does not receive financial

support from NGOs or international aid. However, it receives a minuscule membership fee.
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CONTACT US

Q +85577629288

info@cac-camcashew.org

-5
(] www.cac-camcashew.org

Nation Road 6, Krachab
Village, Stoeng sen
Town, Kompong Thom,
Cambodia.

AMABANIESAYN MHantstsighinimasinng |
Cashew nut Association of Cambodia is a non-profit entity.

{ifuphfmsis: S8 umMhiawantwo§ ARYUITAREMINGIS |
This Newsletter does not reflect the whole Cambodian cashew industry.




