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ENIN{ImS iy - Message from the President

Silot Uon

President, Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia
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Dear Members, Partners, and Stakeholders,

Our cashew sector has encountered
opportunities and challenges, highlighting
collaboration and innovation. We remain

committed to sustainable growth, resilience,

and economic progress.

| commend our farming communities, whose
efforts drive our achievements. Special thanks
to NGOs, investors, and government entities,
whose support greatly advances our initiatives.
This

challenges, and opportunities transparently.

newsletter shares our progress,

Continued cooperation will build a thriving and
sustainable future for Cambodia’s cashew
industry.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

#8 fgH, (UMS fJun

Silot Uon, President of CAC
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IANA §8 AI§[H (Mr. Silot Uon)
President of CAC, Chief Editor

silot.uon@cac-camcashew.org

1ANT G5t fifi (Mr. Suy KokThean)

Head of Public Relations/International Affairs

suvkokthean@hotmail.com

A B §§ (Mr. Ma Vuthy)

Head of Admin and Finance

TR [§ﬁﬁi[_§lﬂh (Mr. Try Kimsreang)

Technical Assistant
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Agricultural Communities Partnering
with CAC

9. iepfinii 9m wMABSARRY
(Kampong Thom 13 Communities)
b, seggpsiimi 96 mAsSAanY
(Preah Vihear 14 Communities)

m. igfgiiee b nnausning
(Kratie 6 Communities)

6. iepaynifn ¢ nauSaing
(Stung Treng 5 Communities)

¢ segap] b rnAESARIAY
(Tboung Khmum 2 Communities)
b ienfindgin 9 wnAESAGNY
(Kampong Chhnang 1 Community)
o sepapinst 9 wnass ndny
(Oddar Meanchey 1 Community)
8. seqinsAl b AsSany

(Ratanakiri 2 Communities)

BIIl G ﬁjmﬁﬁéﬁﬁ?ﬁg (44 Communities)
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CAC Background

The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) was set up
in 2009. It

governmental body along competitiveness of Cambodia's

under Cambodia's regulations is a non-

cashew sectors and the development of Cambodian
cooperative societies and cashew producers. CAC has
19,721 (out of 25,000) members (Cashew farmers), 44
Agricultural Cooperatives in a total of 370,000 hectares of
cashew farms, some traders, and 35 (out of 42) small
CAC

governmental entity and not any subsidiary of any institution.

processing companies. is an independent non-

CAC has also worked with the Khmer Swiftlet Association
(KSA), the Khmer Farmer Cassava Association (KFCA), and
the Association of Cambodia Agripreneur (ACA).

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Many thanks to NGOs which help contribute to the work of
CAC

CAPRED
HEKS/EPER Cambodia

Polytechnique Institute of Kampong Thom
The Skilled Development Fund (SDF)
KFCA, ACA,
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M swwnng - Mission

2026
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To alleviate poverty by empowering cashew

farmers and promoting  sustainable

agricultural practices, in alignment with
government policy. CAC aims to strengthen
the cashew nut industry’s image both
nationally and internationally, ensuring its

growth and prosperity.

@ Gl - Vision
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To position Cambodia as a global leader in
cashew production and marketing, fostering
innovation and sustainability to enhance the
communities and

livelihoods of local

contribute to the national economy.

@‘ smeiiil - Goals
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e Provide technical training to cashew nut
farmers and agricultural cooperatives
across Cambodia.

e Establish community warehouses in all
cashew-producing provinces.

e Launch CAC'’s first processing factory for
processor training.

e Transform  Kampong Thom into

Cambodia’s largest cashew industrial

zone.
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CAC to Host First Cam-cashew International

Conference in 2026

The event aims to boost investment in local
cashew processing and connect farmers with

international buyers.

Phnom Penh — The Cashew Nut Association of
Cambodia (CAC) has announced plans to
organize the first-ever Cam-cashew
International Conference (CIF) in November
2026 or 2027, marking the beginning of an annual
event that seeks to strengthen Cambodia’s

position in the global cashew market.

According to CAC, the conference will serve as a
platform to connect large international buyers
with local producers and traders, encouraging
investment in cashew processing and value-

added production within Cambodia.

Although the country produces around one
million tonnes of raw cashew nut annually,
local processing facilities remain limited. CAC
stated that the conference aims to attract both
domestic and foreign investors to develop
processing capacity, while also drawing interest
international institutions

from national and

involved in the agricultural sector.
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Unlocking Cambodia’s Cashew Potential

Research reveals that Cambodia's cashew
industry currently encompasses approximately
25,000 farming families, employs 38,000 full-
time workers, and engages an additional 150,000
seasonal laborers during the harvest season,
generating an economic impact of USD 175
million. However, a significant portion of the

country’s cashew nuts is exported in their raw

form to neighboring nations for processing.

Experts estimate that if all of Cambodia’s raw
cashew production were processed locally, it
could generate up to 10,000 new jobs and
substantially increase the income of farmers and

workers across the entire value chain.

“The Cam-cashew International Conference will
create opportunities for farmers, traders, and
entrepreneurs to collaborate more effectively
and capture greater value from the sector,” CAC

stated.

International Participation Expected

CAC expects around 150 representatives from
companies, organizations, and individuals from
Vietnam, India, China, Japan, and South Korea
to attend the

inaugural event. Participants,

including companies, NGOs, and other

stakeholders interested in promoting
Cambodia’s cashew industry, will be invited to
present and network with potential foreign

buyers.
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The conference will take place in the second
week of November 2026, coinciding with the
cashew harvest season—an ideal time for field
visits and showcasing the country’s production

capacity to investors.

Seeking Support and Sponsorship

To ensure the two-day event runs smoothly, CAC
is seeking sponsorship and partnership
support from relevant institutions and private
sector CAC that

partners. emphasized

cooperation from both domestic and
international stakeholders will be key to ensuring
the success of the Cam-cashew International

Conference.

“The conference is a significant milestone for
Cambodia’s cashew industry,” Silot said. “It will
not only promote investment and processing but
also demonstrate Cambodia’s readiness to
become a competitive player in the regional and

global cashew market.”
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189 - News Highlights

CAC, ITC Launch Cashew Byproduct

Research Initiatives

Phnom Penh, Jan. 1, 2026 — The Cashew Nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC) has partnered with

the Institute of Technology of Cambodia (ITC) on
three proposed research projects aimed at boosting
innovation, sustainability, and value addition in the

country’s cashew sector.

The initiatives focus on developing wood vinegar
from pruned cashew branches for organic pest
control, converting cashew apples into organic liquid
fertilizer and animal feed, and generating electricity

from cashew nut shells.

All projects are scheduled to begin in mid-2026,
primarily in Kampong Thom province, with additional

activities planned in Tboung Khmum and Kratie.
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Led by ITC researchers, the studies seek to support

CAC’s “Zero Waste” approach by reducing

agricultural waste, lowering production costs, and

creating new income opportunities for farmers.

The collaboration underscores growing efforts to
strengthen Cambodia’s cashew industry through
sustainable

research-driven,  environmentally

solutions.

Agricultural Knowledge
Harvesting Cashew Nuts to Ensure Quality:

¢ Nuts should be allowed to fall naturally
from the tree. Do not pick or shake them
down prematurely.

e Cashew nuts should be collected from
the ground daily to prevent the kernels
from turning yellow and to avoid an
excessive increase in oil content.

e Daily collection helps reduce losses
caused by animals and theft.

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF)
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Phnom Penh, February 9, 2026 — The Royal
Government of Cambodia is accelerating the
development of the Cashew Industrial Park (CIP) in
Kampong Thom province, with operations expected
to start in 2027. The project aims to attract
investment in

cashew processing factories,

strengthen domestic processing capacity, and
enhance Cambodia’s competitiveness in global

markets.

The government is approving Qualified Investment
Projects (QIPs) within the park and other provinces,
while planning essential infrastructure, including
drying yards, warehouses, laboratories, and by-
product processing facilities. Officials are also
considering lower electricity tariffs for agro-industrial
businesses and a One-Window Service system to

simplify export procedures for private companies.
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Silot Uon, President of the Cashew Nut Association
of Cambodia (CAC), said the initiative underscores
the government’s commitment to making Cambodia

a regional hub for cashew processing, supporting

farmers, and boosting export potential.

Cambodia has secured an investment project to
establish a factory for manufacturing tires and
inner tubes. The project has a total investment
capital of $450 million and is expected to
create 3,000 jobs. The facility is located in the
U.B.E. Snuol Special Economic Zone in
Kratie Province. — KPT Economy
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February 2, 2026 — Minister of Commerce, chaired
the
implementation of the National Policy on Cashews
2022-2027.

The session focused on the draft

an inter-ministerial meeting to review

Mid-term
Evaluation Report and strategies to accelerate the
policy’s objectives. Minister Cham Nimul praised
inter-ministerial

strong cooperation and noted

significant progress in the first two years of

implementation.

Mr. Suy Kokthean, Vice President of the Cashew Nut
Association of Cambodia, highlighted that Cambodia
is on track to process 25% of total cashew
production by 2027, with most action plans over 60%
complete.

The policy

processing, and market access, while supporting

aims to strengthen production,
sustainability and economic diversification. In 2025,
Cambodia earned about $1.5 billion from 1 million
tons of raw cashew exports—a 27% increase from
2024—reflecting the sector’s growing economic

importance.
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Adverse Weather Threatens Cambodia’s 2026 Cashew Harvest

[UANE AIRURA - CAC | RANMT - Link

ieﬁﬁnim e deny-e BUWIBY Kampong Thom, February 7, 2026 —The Cashew

Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) has warned

(FURURA) MIS{NEISH
that unfavourable weather could reduce cashew

o

AINMUWK L HNG8 i yields during the 2026 harvest. Late-season storms
@ﬁﬁ%]h [ Uy in November 2025, January 2026, and recent
' - rainfall have delayed flowering and fruit-setting,
SﬂJZUiﬁliui’“‘lnjn 2igm " .

1 o critical stages for production.
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Prolonged overcast skies and localized rainfall have

increased the risk of plant diseases and pest

QD

infestations, forcing farmers to spend more on crop

:ﬁﬁjmsmiéigimmis?ﬁ}wam@mﬁggw maintenance and cutting profit margins. CAC
President Silot Uon highlighted the growing threat of
i climate variability and urged stakeholders to adopt
adaptive strategies to protect the industry’s

sustainability.
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Phnom Penh, January 29, 2026 — Cambodia and
the United Kingdom co-hosted the Third Cambodia—
UK Joint Trade and Investment Forum (JTIF),
reaffirming their commitment to strengthening

bilateral trade and investment cooperation.

Organized by Cambodia’s Ministry of Commerce
and the British Embassy, the forum brought together
senior officials and business leaders to discuss
opportunities for sustainable growth, regulatory

cooperation, and improved market access.
Discussions highlighted Cambodia’s upcoming
graduation from Least Developed Country status
and its intention to apply for CPTPP membership, as
well as the use of existing frameworks such as the
UK’s Developing Countries Trading Scheme to

support Cambodian exports.

The forum also reviewed progress since the second
JTIF in 2024, policy

coordination and deeper business engagement

including enhanced

across sectors such as finance, manufacturing, agri-

processing, and technology, aimed at advancing

long-term Cambodia—UK economic partnerships.
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. e . . . R unprecedented historical crisis for international
ISIURIRUIES AU S QﬁLﬁjﬂ ﬁﬂL energy supplies. Sooner or later, this will impact

U
MigANIMunUHgItd  oiwws  ymy  all sectors of the global economy. This was
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CAC Raises Cashew Market Concerns at Global Conference

[UANg AAUA - CAC | ARNMU - Link

Dubai, January 29, 2026 — The Cashew Nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC) is participating in
the World Cashew Conference in Dubai from
January 29 to February 1, highlighting concerns
over global cashew production and market stability.
CAC Vice President Suy Kokthean is at the event,
which gathers international industry leaders to
discuss sustainability and trade challenges.

CAC has engaged with major buyers and joined
closed-door talks with raw cashew nut (RCN)
producing countries, including Tanzania and West
African nations, amid rising concerns about potential
oversupply. Global RCN production reached 5.5
million tonnes in 2025 and is projected to rise to 7
million tonnes by 2030, driven largely by expansion
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plans in West Africa, including Nigeria’'s proposal to

plant 18 million new cashew trees.

RCN
producer, has maintained stable output, with limited

Cambodia, the world’s second-largest

expansion due to deforestation regulations and
CAC
emphasized its commitment to supporting farmers

farmers shifting to higher-value crops.

and advocating responsible growth to ensure long-
term market stability.

HARVESTING THE GOI.DEN CROP
INNOVATIONS IN CASHEW FARMING

iques boost ylelds and quality in Cambodian orchads

2025
HARVEST REPORT
+17% Yield Increase
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Saudi Investors to Visit Cambodia in 2026

[UANE fAIRUR - CAC | RANMT - Link
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Phnom Penh — Saudi investors are expected to
visit Cambodia in 2026 to explore investment

opportunities across various sectors, according to

the outgoing Saudi Ambassador to Cambodia.
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The announcement was made by Ambassador
Mohammed Ismaeil A. Dahlwy during a farewell
courtesy call on Samdech Techo Hun Sen,
President of the Senate of Cambodia, at the Senate
Palace on Tuesday. The visit is set to be organized

through the Saudi Chambers of Commerce.

Hun Sen welcomed the planned delegation and
praised Ambassador Dahlwy’s role in strengthening
bilateral ties, including facilitating Hun Sen’s
to Saudi Arabia. The
ambassador expressed admiration for Cambodia’s
the

investment mission, while Hun Sen highlighted

previous official visit

development and reaffirmed plans for

trade, investment, and people-to-people exchanges

as key pillars of future Cambodia—Saudi Arabia

relations.
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CAC and SDF Explore Partnership to Strengthen Cambodia’s
Cashew Workforce

AANMU - Link

C and
Explore Partnership to Strengthen
Jo 2 i - .

Farmer SME Capacity Training of
Training Building @

Trainers

Phnom Penh, March 12, 2026 — The Cashew
Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) met with the

Skills Development Fund (SDF) to discuss potential
(SDF)

- . collaboration aimed at strengthening workforce
nunmi giﬁ[‘ﬁmﬁmiﬁnLﬁﬁm na

i capacity in Cambodia’s growing cashew industry.
isinn g N AYANWG§IH
During the meeting, SDF outlined possible support
o programs, including skills training for farmers
yUSE SDF mS[mﬁIQJﬁ handling raw cashew nuts, capacity-building
CAESRRRLE Y initiatives for small and medium-sized processing
' enterprises, and Training of Trainers (ToT) programs
to expand technical knowledge across the sector.

CAC representatives welcomed the proposed areas
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of support, emphasizing that improving technical
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and managerial skills is key to enhancing
productivity, quality, and value addition in the

industry.

Both sides agreed in principle to establish a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to formalize
cooperation and guide the implementation of
training and other collaborative initiatives.

CAC Chairman Silot Uon said the partnership could
significantly strengthen technical capacity, improve
processing standards, and support the long-term
development of Cambodia’s cashew sector, a

priority agricultural industry for the country.

As of the end of 2025, 5.13 million Cambodian
citizens are utilizing loans from the banking and
financial system, totaling 248,926,575 million
Riels, which is equivalent to approximately $62
billion. This is according to the Cambodia
Credit Situation Report by the Credit Bureau
Cambodia (CBC). — KPT Economy
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Phnom Penh, March 11, 2026 — Cambodia will
begin exporting raw cashew nuts to China under a
new agreement valued at approximately $35 million,
with plans to expand the trade to $400 million in the

future, according to the Ministry of Commerce.

The export initiative was formalized through the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between China Bonded Port Group Co., Ltd. and
Men Sarun MDR Co., Ltd. during a meeting at the

Ministry of Commerce on March 11.

The ceremony took place during a working meeting
between Samheng Bora, Secretary of State at the
Ministry of Commerce and Chairman of the Export
Promotion Task Force (EPTF), and Jiang Xiaofei,
Director of the Overseas Enterprise Expansion
Working Committee of the China Institute for
Innovation & Development Strategy, who led a

Chinese delegation.

The agreement will initiate exports of M23 variety

raw cashew nuts to China, starting with an
estimated trade value of $35 million. Both sides aim

to gradually increase export volumes with the long-

term goal of reaching $400 million.

Officials said the partnership, facilitated by the
EPTF, is expected to strengthen Cambodia—China
agricultural trade, support the growth of the cashew
sector, and encourage further Chinese investment

in Cambodia’s agro-processing industry.
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Kampong Thom, March 19, 2026 —

The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC)
has engaged with the Forestry Administration (FA)
and international partners to explore climate-
focused investment opportunities in sustainable

agriculture and forestry.

During a meeting held on March 19, 2026, in
Kampong Thom, CAC Chairman Silot Uon met with
FA officials, alongside representatives from Artha
Networks and the Asian Forest Cooperation
Organization (AFoCO). The discussion aimed to
identify ways to mobilize private sector investment
into climate-related projects, including nature-based

and market-driven solutions.

AFoCO, a

organization with 17 member countries, is currently

Seoul-based intergovernmental
supporting carbon credit initiatives in Cambodia
through REDD+ programs in several provinces,

including Battambang and Kampong Thom.

At the meeting, AFoCO representatives highlighted
opportunities for farmers to integrate native forestry

trees into their farms, which could generate carbon

credits of around $0.25 per tree annually.

Silot Uon welcomed the initiative and expressed
CAC’s commitment to promoting environmentally
sustainable practices among its members, with

further outreach to farmers planned for mid-2026.
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India Pushes Domestic Cashew Cultivation

Amid Import Dependence

New Delhi -

focusing on domestic cultivation as heavy reliance

India’s cashew industry is increasingly

on imports—currently covering 75% of raw cashew
nut (RCN) needs—squeezes margins and exposes
processors to global price volatility. Industry
executives note that while processing capacity can
scale quickly, stable supply is key to sustainable
pricing. Rising RCN costs, driven by inflation,
currency shifts, and competition for African cashew,

risk pushing up kernel prices and affecting demand.

The Union Government is prioritizing self-sufficiency
in cashew cultivation, though experts caution that it
will take years for new plantations to significantly
Meanwhile, Indian

ease supply pressures.

companies are sourcing RCN from countries like
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Cambodia to maintain processing and export

operations.
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ity La R g Industry leaders emphasize that managing price

HAMAMUHZIM LSS volatility and capital efficiency during this transition

211 M I eI {HU B3 0 il : is critical for the sector’s near-term stability.
[0 [‘[j‘% NHY2 9 and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to help
expand processing capacity. Five SMEs are

expected to participate in the initial phase.
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Nigeria Prepares to Revamp Cashew Industry Ahead of 2026

Cashew Day
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Abuja, February 2026 —The National Cashew
Association of Nigeria (NCAN) has announced
plans to revolutionize the country’s cashew sector
as international partners engage with the industry.
NCAN President Dr. Joseph Ajanaku confirmed that
the 4th Nigerian Cashew Day, originally scheduled
at the State House Banquet Hall, will now be held at
the Shehu Musa Ya’'Adua Centre from January 22—
24, 2026.

Dr. Ajanaku said the conference aims to drive
reforms, unlock new opportunities, and create
lasting value for farmers, processors, exporters,
investors, and development partners, while
strengthening collaboration across the cashew

value chain. NCAN emphasized that the event will

serve as a strategic platform to transform Nigeria’s

cashew industry and enhance its international

competitiveness.
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Business

CAC discusses nut production

with Vietnam Cashew

Association
The Phnom Penfy Post

HCM City — Vietnam’s cashew exports exceeded
USD 5 billion for the first time in 2025, reaching a
record value of more than USD 5.2 billion and
becoming the country’s third-largest agricultural
export after coffee and fruits and vegetables,

according to Vietham Customs.

Export volume also hit a new high of 766,585 tonnes,
up 5.7 percent from 2024. China emerged as the
largest market with USD 1.1 billion in exports,
overtaking the United States, which fell to second
place with USD 975 million, followed by the
Netherlands.

the
representatives noted challenges, including heavy

Despite strong performance, industry
reliance on imported raw materials and declining

exports to the US amid tariff uncertainties. Looking
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ahead to 2026, the cashew industry aims to sustain
export growth while boosting domestic raw material
supply, value-added processing, and national
branding.

1 J J

mAMANSAN I WRAYAYT JulmApthywHmi ACIAR
Cambodian Agriculture Stakeholders Meet ACIAR

[UANg AAUA - CAC | ARNMU - Link

Phnom Penh, March 9, 2026 —
Representatives from the Cashew nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC) met with the

Australian Centre for International Agricultural

I:‘G" (ACIAR) SumaAmanganiaiw
- o ', Research (ACIAR) and five other Cambodian
AROAYAYINGSS & anUsIgjig)a 1usints
A

o o ae M agricultural stakeholders at the Australian

nsgaganwesigng  lyjimapaa . _ .
) . Embassy in Phnom Penh to discuss solutions to
NIAMIPNWEIMIMIFRAGAANMANL S . . .
. o R soil degradation and promote sustainable
PURAYAMIHSIAAAIAY{URA UMW SISIAmN . :
n ' = a farming practices.
9 al

AfgmMeasaNUAG SIS meeting, chaired by Australian
uaEnhEOLEL SRR IR ORI Ambassador Derek Yip,  highlighted

glﬁg‘l;ﬂ’ﬂ opportunities  for  collaboration  between
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Cambodian institutions and Australian research
CAC Chairman Silot
presented innovations involving cashew by-
products. He noted that Cashew Nut Shell
Liquid (CNSL),

could also be mixed with animal

organizations. Uon

commonly used in industry,
feed to
potentially increase dairy cow milk production
20%

emissions by up to 60%.

by about while reducing methane

Uon also highlighted Cashew Nut Shell Extract
(CNSE), which can be processed into biochar
and organic fertilizer to help regenerate soil and
improve nutrient cycles for cashew farmers.

CAC is working with researchers from the
Institute of Technology of Cambodia (ITC) to
develop additional uses for cashew by-
products, including organic foliar fertilizer from
cashew apple juice, wood vinegar from pruned
branches, and livestock feed from discarded

cashew apples.

ACIAR

interest in the innovations, particularly their

representatives expressed strong
potential to convert agricultural waste into
sustainable products that support farmers and
The

meeting strengthened cooperation between

address environmental challenges.

Cambodian agricultural stakeholders and

Australian research institutions in advancing

sustainable agricultural solutions.
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Cambodia and Japan Strengthen Agri-Food Cooperation
Through Business Matching Event

AANMU - Link

{ ,' |;mru.ag:?#‘
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Phnom Penh, March 10, 2026 — The Cashew Nut
Association of Cambodia (CAC), in partnership with
the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO),
hosted a business matching event in Phnom Penh
connecting nine Cambodian cashew processing
companies with 14 Japanese firms to explore
investment and partnership opportunities in
Cambodia’s agro-processing sector.
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The event was co-organized by JETRO, the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and the
Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center (CJCC) to
strengthen  cooperation between Cambodian
agricultural producers and Japanese companies
specializing in agri-food processing and agricultural

machinery.

CAC President Silot Uon
delegation of

led the Cambodian
cashew processors. Japanese
participants represented companies interested in
processing technology and supply chain
collaboration.

The meeting followed a field visit to Kampong Thom
province on March 9, organized by the provincial
administration, where the Japanese delegation
toured cashew plantations and processing facilities
to assess Cambodia’s production capacity and

investment potential.

During the visit, Kampong Thom Governor Nuon
Pharath highlighted the province’s strong agro-
industrial

potential, noting that authorities are

working to create a favorable investment
environment, including plans to establish industrial
zones for agro-processing factories.

Kampong Thom is one of Cambodia’s major
agricultural hubs, producing over one million tons of
rice annually and nearly 200,000 tons of cashew nuts

from about 160,000 hectares of plantations.

Officials say increased Japanese investment could
help Cambodia expand domestic agro-processing,
reduce reliance on raw agricultural exports, and
enable farmers to capture greater value from their

products.

Page 33


mailto:info@cac-camcashew.org
https://cac-camcashew.org/

WEIRY AWEE Agm Volume 3 | Issue 9

Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia March 2026

nmUanweSidas Woo 000

o

QZL‘U[U‘IHJ’ 990 000 UIAM T

sifmsiinigias mifisigjnismiisiun

fngs mogwagmanminginmitaignad-
mAvgwmindigAimisiiGm

The initiative reflects growing Cambodia—Japan
cooperation in agriculture and agro-industry, with
stakeholders hopeful that new partnerships will
support sustainable growth in the country’s cashew
sector.
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CAC and iDE Canada Explore Investment Opportunities for Women-
Led Cashew Enterprises in Kampong Thom

[UANg AAUA - CAC | ARNMU - Link

Kampong Thom, March 16, 2026 — The Cashew
Nut Association of Cambodia (CAC) met with

representatives from iDE Canada on Monday at its
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including an agricultural cooperative, 3CORsSECO

enterprise, and Pinex Agro Co., Ltd.

During the meeting, both sides explored strategies

to expand value-added processing within
Cambodia’s cashew sector. Participants identified
cashew nuts as a high-value crop with strong

potential for further investment and development.

A key proposal discussed was increasing domestic
processing of raw cashew nuts (RCN) rather than
exporting them unprocessed. Local processing and
the use of cashew byproducts could lower
production costs and improve the competitiveness
of Cambodian cashew products in global markets.

The initiative also aims to support women-led
processing facilities by ensuring they have sufficient
supplies of raw cashew nuts to maintain year-round

operations.

Under the proposed program, iDE is considering
offering loans at around 5 percent interest with no
and

collateral requirement to selected small

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to help expand

processing capacity. Five SMEs are expected to
participate in the initial phase.

In addition to financing, iDE plans to provide training
in financial management, bookkeeping, and other
business  skills to

strengthen  enterprise

management.
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Ghana Opens 2025/2026 Cashew Season, Assures Global
Market of Quality
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Accra, February 2, 2026 — Ghana has officially

opened its 2025/2026 cashew season, assuring the
global market of the quality of its Raw Cashew Nuts
(RCN). TCDA CEO Dr. Andrews Osei Okrah
announced the launch at the 12th World Cashew
Conference reforms to

in Dubai, highlighting

promote sustainability, transparency, and

competitiveness in the sector.

Dr. Okrah noted that joint price validation by value
chain actors and the commissioning of compliance
and enforcement officers would strengthen
regulations, curb illegal trading, and protect farmers
and licensed operators. He expressed confidence
that this season’s production will meet international
standards and enhance value across the cashew

value chain.
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Ivory Coast Sets 2026 Cashew Farmgate Price at 400 CFA/kg
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Yamoussoukro, February 6, 2026 — Ivory Coast,
the world’s top cashew producer, has set the
farmgate price for the 2026 main harvest at 400 CFA
francs per kilogram, down from 425 CFA/kg in 2025.
The decision, announced by Agriculture Minister
Bruno Nabagné Koné during the National Days of
Cashew, Cotton, and Shea Producers, aims to
balance farmer incomes with sector
competitiveness amid tight global markets, weaker
dollar and record domestic

exchange rates,

production.

The guaranteed minimum price may be revised
upward in April 2026 depending on world prices and
the dollar/FCFA rate. At the set price, an average 2-
hectare farmer could earn around 1.6 million FCFA
per season. Producer organizations welcomed the
guaranteed sales and state support, though

concerns remain over mechanization, competition,

and climate risks. The government also targets

expanding local processing and value-added

production to strengthen the sector.
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On March 26, 2026, HEKS/EPER Cambodia’s
"Design for Climate" project and the National
Institute of Cambodia (NPIC)

signed a

Polytechnic
officially Memorandum  of
Understanding (MoU) to collaborate on a pilot
project to produce liquid bio-fertilizer from
cashew fruit and husk waste.

Currently, cashew waste often poses
environmental challenges and lost economic
opportunities, but through this research and
development (R&D)

unlocking its potential as a sustainable organic

collaboration, we are
fertilizer. This 9-month project, running from
March to November 2026, aims to provide
farmers with eco-friendly alternatives at a time
of rising fertilizer costs while boosting the
national agricultural economy and increasing
value-addition for the cashew sector. Link to

Source
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nedisnmmigat spmanfnmasimainiiaits Large multinational looks to expand cashew
s investment in Kingdom

ﬁywﬁggh{,n:nmuma[,ﬁﬁgm
S LB 116 phnom Penh Post, March 18, 2026 - A senior
fun fu Olam Food executive from global agribusiness firm Olam Food
Ingredients (OFIl) has expressed plans to expand
investment in Cambodia’s cashew processing sector,
citing the country’s strong potential and stable

NSRS tgj
economic environment.
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(LRI Gaurav Patil, OFI Vietnam’s senior vice-president
and country head, shared the company’s intentions
[P/ Gaurav Patil Hgﬁjmgmggﬁj <A during a meeting with Minister of Commerce Cham
Nimul in Phnom Penh on March 17. He noted that OFI

[UMS{UBIUIS uis{AByis OF Ij)anmy
' aims to deepen its presence in Cambodia, particularly

MsiGAfuASITANNIVAI{ABYIS  gnd g

. . _ | in cashew processing, while also exploring
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2 Z = SRS opportunities to diversify into other agricultural
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ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁjﬁmggﬁﬁ}gg[g‘]ﬁhﬁj[g itttk | OFI Vietnam is part of Singapore-headquartered

. ' ' Olam Group, which operates in over 60 countries.
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The group established Olam Outspan (Cambodia) in
2017 to support processing of cashew nuts and other
crops such as mango, durian and pineapple.

Patil also highlighted the company’s interest in
working closely with the commerce ministry to
develop favourable mechanisms that support broader
agricultural processing in the future.

Minister Cham Nimul welcomed the expansion plans
and reaffirmed the government's commitment to
collaborating with the private sector to strengthen

Cambodia’s cashew and agricultural industries.

According to the Cambodia Cashew Association, the
country produced over 1.02 million tonnes of raw
cashew nuts in 2025, with the majority exported to
Vietnam, generating around $1.5 bilion — a 27%
increase from 2024. Cambodia currently has 52
cashew processing enterprises, though most remain
small-scale operations.

According to the Cambodia Cashew Association, the
country produced over 1.02 million tonnes of raw
cashew nuts in 2025, with the majority exported to
Vietnam, generating around $1.5 bilion — a 27%
increase from 2024. Cambodia currently has 52
cashew processing enterprises, though most remain

small-scale operations.
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Cambodia Prioritizes Agricultural Export Growth via Laos-
China Corridor in 2026
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Cambodia’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries has reaffirmed plans to boost agricultural
exports in 2026, with a focus on improving transit
routes through Laos to better access the Chinese

market.

Speaking at the ministry’s 2025 annual review and
2026 planning summit, Agriculture Minister Dith Tina
said priorities include enhancing export
coordination, streamlining cross-border transport,
and maintaining price stability to protect both

farmers and consumers.

The ministry has recently expanded market access
by securing approval to export durian and live
crocodiles to China, shipping rice to the Philippines,
and signing a transit agreement with Laos to
facilitate exports to China. To support production,
has established 31

communities across 14 provinces,

the government modern

agricultural

backed by nearly $16 million in bank loans and $35
Around 1,600

agricultural officials have also been deployed

million in state-supported credit.

nationwide to assist farmers.

Cambodia is currently approved to export at least 16

agricultural products to China, including rice,

cassava, fruits, nuts, rubber and fisheries products.
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The ministry also aims to increase value-added

exports through processing, while expanding into

new markets and strengthening its presence in
China.

The economic case for
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The Cashew Nut Association of Cambodia is the most significant non-profit entity in Cambodia dedicated to
working with farmers, traders, processors, and exporters. Despite limited financial resources due to the small

membership fee, we are committed to our cause. CAC does not receive financial support from NGOs or

international aid. However, it receives a minuscule membership fee.
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iigaiinmi - Partnerships

Australi -
AR CAPRZD

DISCLAIMER

The information and views expressed in this newsletter are those of the Cashew Association
of Cambodia (CAC) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Cambodia Australia
Partnership for Resilient Economic Development (CAPRED), HEKS/EPER Cambodia or
others. CAPRED and HEKS accept no responsibility or liability for the accuracy,
completeness, or reliability of any information, opinions, or recommendations presented
herein. Any reference to specific organisations, products, or services does not constitute or
imply endorsement by CAPRED and HEKS. Readers are advised to exercise their own
judgment and seek independent advice as appropriate.
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